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WNZ WEBSITE: www.watercolournewzealand.co.nz  
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you a service by linking your website  to Watercolour New Zealand’s website for a 
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EVENT SUMMARY 
Sun 26 Oct  *MPG Seatoun Wharf, Marine Parade, Seatoun. 
   Café: Chocolate Frog, Miramar Ave. 
Wed 26 Nov  Splash 5 at Shed 11 exhibition entry day 9am-12 noon 
Fri 28 Nov  Opening of Splash 5  at Shed 11at 5.30pm 
Sat 29 Nov-Sun 7 Dec Exhibition season 10am to 6pm daily. 
Sat 29 Nov  Meet the artists at Splash 5 over coffee and scones 
Sun 30 Nov  *MPG Eastbourne Ferry wharf, in front of the Loaded  
   Hogg Queens Wharf.  Café: The Loaded Hogg.   
   Please note this change of venue since advertised i n 
   out last newsletter.  
Sat 13 Dec Christmas Party, Meet at 10am Royal Port Nicholson 

Yacht Club to paint, and shared lunch from 12.15pm. in 
the meeting room below the Band Rotunda. 

*MPG Monthly Painting Group (see details below) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
I saw a second red tulip when I went out to check the mail this morning which I 
swear wasn’t there yesterday – So, yes, this definitely confirms that it must be time 
for the Watercolour New Zealand spring newsletter.  (I hope the wind doesn’t blow 
this loner over or that the dog doesn't trample it as he did the two yellow ones). 

There are a lot of exciting things to talk about but firstly I would like to report that in 
August we held an enjoyable AGM at the Wellington Art Club. The AGM followed 
another highly successful Sunday morning painting session at Scorching Bay with 
tutor Jacky Pearson.  If you would like to read the President’s report for 2007/08, it 
is now posted on the WNZ website www.watercolournewzealand.co.nz .  In short, 
WNZ has had another great year thanks to a hard working and enthusiastic 
committee, great member support team and all our wonderful artists. When you 
check the website take a few moments to click on our artists link, as many of our 
members now have links to their own websites featuring their artworks.  

By all accounts the ‘Wild About Martinborough’ painting weekend led by Sue Wild, 
was a superb event and so much fun that everyone who attended is keen as 



                     

mustard looking forward to a follow up next year. (It must have been a good year for 
the wine). In fact there were so many barns painted during the weekend that it was 
looking like ‘Splash 5’  might need to be renamed ‘5 Barns’.  The photo spread in 
this newsletter will give you some idea of the fun that everyone had. 

Splash 5 
This is our next exciting upcoming event and this should be a biggy.  Austen Deans 
will be our guest artist and after having a sneak preview of two of Austen’s 
paintings, sent up early for the invite, I just can’t wait to see the rest. In this 
newsletter a preview of the invitation, designed by Tetyana Khytko, features one of 
Austen’s paintings. 

There are several events being planned to coincide with this exhibition. The first will 
be the opening night on November 28 which will be a special evening celebrating 
the publishing of the book ‘New Zealand in Watercolour’  by Denis Robinson. This is 
the first ever book on currently practicing watercolour artists in New Zealand.  It 
features thirty artists (many of them our members) selected by Denis for their 
diversity of styles and unique New Zealand subject matter.  Denis has stressed that 
the artists in this book are by no means all of the country's finest watercolour artists, 
but hopefully the start of an ongoing series should this be a sales success for the 
publishers, New Holland. With this in mind it should be stressed that artists should 
keep high resolution photo records of all their works, preferably taken before framing 
them as the publishers will only use high resolution photos.  

The next day, Saturday morning, 29 November, there will be an event to meet the 
artists over coffee and scones at Shed 11.  We are hoping that there will be a good 
turnout from the public for this event and that our guest artist Austen Deans will be 
able to join us.  Exhibiting artists are warmly encouraged to attend and to confirm 
their attendance by emailing Jan Thomson janthomson@paradise.net.nz .  On 
Sunday 30 November the regular MPG Sunday morning painting group will be 
meeting on Queen’s Wharf and this will be an opportunity for the public to see a 
number of painters and painting styles in action. We will meet at the Eastbourne 
ferry wharf (near Shed 5), at 9.45am for Jacky Pearson’s demo session. (Note this 
is a change from the original location as advertised in the winter newsletter).  After 
this we’ll nip upstairs to the Loaded Hog for a good coffee and maybe further 
painting from the balcony. 

WNZ will have new name tags for all exhibiting artists and these will be available at 
a table near the front desk on the opening night. Please collect your name tag and 
bring it with you on Saturday or Sunday mornings. Please remember to return your 
name tag to the desk in Shed 11 before the exhibition closes. 

With so many new members WNZ is expecting many entries for this exhibition. It is 
an exciting thought but it could also make the job tougher for the selection panel. 
Hence it is really important that every painting is well presented for selection.  
Please pay extra attention to the details on the entry form to ensure your artworks, 
mat and framing meet the criteria. When you prepare your paintings for submission 
don’t overlook the requirement to submit your artist’s profile. Is your profile up to 
date? Some members have been told that their profiles are so old that their portraits 
no longer resemble them – (including my one apparently!) 

We were encouraged to examine the works at close quarters and what interested 
me was the frequent use of white paint and the rare use of wet-on-wet technique - 
the one so frowned upon and the other so admired in today's watercolours! 

Kay McCormack 
 
 
 
WNZ NEW MEMBERS 
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: Michael and Patricia 
Bennett, Sue Black, Heather Brunsdon, Cath Cardiff, Ruth Champion, Austen 
Deans, Jenny George, Anoushka and Meera Isaac, Tori Jackson, Judy Johnstone, 
Penny Lattey, Carrick Lewis, David Lewis, James Lunny, Kay Morgan, John Nacey, 
Svetlana Orinko, Jude Riddell, Annabelle Rodger, Claire Schmidt, Claudine Stace, 
Janette Webb.  Diana and Peter Edmonds, who were incorrectly listed in our last 
newsletter as Diana and Peter Edwards. 
 
 
 
 
Advertisement                              NZ Art Schools  

WORKSHOPS IN 2009. 

The following artists are scheduled to hold workshops and you can pencil yourself in 
without a firm commitment  or place a firm booking by paying a $50 deposit.  Those 
who pencil in, will have the chance to confirm, once details and dates are finalised.  
Auckland venues will be advised.  The Lower Hutt venue is at the studio/classroom 
at 61 Seaview Road.  Please spread the word around to any friends that paint in 
other mediums, for the pastel, oil and acrylic workshops. Thanks. 

Robyn Collier Australia     oil – 21/22/23 February 2009 – Lower Hutt 
Guy Gruwier          Belgium       watercolour 27/28 Feb-1 Mar 2009 – Auckland  
                                                                       6/7/8 March 2009 – Lower Hutt 
Charles Sluga   Australia     watercolour on Yupo paper 
                  4/5/6 September 2009 –  Auckland  
                11/12/13 September 2009 – Lower Hutt 
Jane Angelhart USA watercolour, 5 day portraits –  October 2009 
Jacky Pearson NZ watercolour, 3 day workshops in 2009 
Ron Muller Australia watercolour – hopefully some time in 2009  
Malcolm Beattie Australia watercolour and oil sometime in 2009 
Joseph Zbukvic Australia watercolour – second visit some time in 2009 
John Crump NZ oil – plein air & studio, in 2009. 
Colina Grant Australia pastel – third visit some time in 2009 
Herman Pekel Australia oil & acrylic – third visit some time in 2009 

NZ Art Schools - a division of E. Sime Group Ltd. 
  Studio/classroom - 61 Seaview Road, PO Box 31-332, Lower Hutt, 5040.  

Tel 04-568-4126, Fax 04-568-4126. 
e-mail: malcolm@artschools.co.nz   web: www.artschools.co.nz 

 



                     

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2008 
No, it's certainly not too early to add this to your calendars!  The party will be at the 
meeting room in the Band Rotunda, Oriental Parade on Saturday 13 Decemb er 
from 12.15pm . Please bring a shared lunch.  Start the day painting.  Meet at the 
Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club at 10am.  Bring your easels, paints and hopefully 
we'll have a show over lunch at the Rotunda. 
 
MONTHLY PAINTING GROUP (MPG) 
Monthly Painting Group with Jacky Pearson 
Come out each month and enjoy outdoor painting and good company.  
Meet at 9.45 am and after a painting session follow it up with a coffee in a nearby 
café.  

 Dates and venues are as follows: 
Date Meeting place / Painting location Café 
26 October Seatoun Wharf 

Marine Parade, Seatoun 
Chocolate Frog Café 
Miramar Avenue 

30 November *Eastbourne Ferry wharf, in front of 
the Loaded Hogg, Queens Wharf.  

The Loaded Hogg 

* Please note that the meeting on Sun 30 November is a change of venue since 
advertised in our last Newsletter.  

For Painting morning details, phone Martin Jenkins (04) 384-4881 (H),(04) 473-2235 
(W), or (027) 604-7329 (take that number with you on the day). 
 
 
WATERCOLOUR NEW ZEALANDS’ WATERCOLOUR CLASSES  
Classes will be open to all members and prospective members. Class sizes are 
limited so please contact Martin Jenkins to register. Ph: (04) 473-2235 or email: 
apdc@paradise.net.nz 

Course 2 (13 th Oct – 1 st December 2008) Term 4 
Day / time:  Monday, 7.30 – 9.30 pm 
Duration: 8 weeks – Part (I) & Part (II) 
Teachers: Grahame Harris, Judith Trevelyan 
Course Fee: $120 
Class size limit: 14 
Registration deadline: (There are a few places left) 

Please note that a class will be held on Monday 27th October (Labour Day) 

Part (I) 4 weeks with  Grahame Harris.  
‘Here is an opportunity for beginners and advanced beginners to learn and enjoy the 
world of watercolour techniques, in the art of painting "trees", "skies" and simple 
landscapes, with the odd "bird" thrown in to really make it interesting! This should 
suit those who wish to learn the simplicities of watercolour painting, and enjoy 
themselves'.  
Part (II) 4 weeks with  Judith Trevelyan 
`This course will benefit both relative beginners and more experienced painters. It 
will focus on building on the basic principles of composition, contrast and colour'.' 

NOTICES 
Wellington based watercolour painting classes:  
Watercolour NZ: Tel (04) 473 2235 or email: apdc@paradise.net.nz  
The Learning Connexion:  Tel 04 383 9682, www.tlc.ac.nz 
Inverlochy Art School:  Tel 04 939 2177, www.inverlochy.org.nz 
NZ Art Schools: Tel 04 568 4126 www.artschools.co.nz (see advertisement) 
 
TED SHERWIN WORKSHOP 
One of New Zealand's premiere watercolour artists and long time exhibitor at 
Millwood, Ted Sherwen , is presenting a special workshop Using People in a 
Landscape or Cityscape in early 2009. Ted will focus on value/tone for design and 
method in tandem with colour and palette selection. Although this class will be 
aimed at intermediate level it will be of advantage to both beginner and advanced 
painters.  

To be held at the Wellington Arts Centre, Abel Smith Street, Sunday 8th March 
2009. Fee $100 for the full day workshop. Be sure to book early to secure your 
place. Send either full payment or non refundable deposit of $20 (balance payable 
by 1st March 2009) to The Treasurer, Watercolour New Zealand, PO Box 33-088, 
Petone.  

 
JAN THOMSON EXHIBITION  
"Raukawa-Cook Strait" at Gallery Frames, Ganges Rd, Khandallah opens Thursday 
13th Nov ember at 5.30pm, runs until 5th December  
 
 
 

 
 
 



                     

FIGURES IN WATERCOLOUR 
Richard Bolton is an international author of books on watercolour techniques.  
His website is www.richardbolton.com 

Here, I am really thinking of figures in a landscape, where the landscape is the main 
subject and the figures are there to bring it to life, and add a splash of colour. They 
can also indicate scale. 

A lot of figures in a scene, e.g. the beach or a busy street, can almost form a pattern 
of shapes. Figures and movement can be suggested and this can be more effective 
than precisely painting in each figure. Placing one or two figures in a landscape 
takes a lot of care. I find it works best if they are doing something - walking the dog, 
fishing or working. A figure just standing on its own can look odd. Two 
figures together work well, they can be companions out for a walk. 
Figures can be drawn in at the start and a spot or two of masking fluid can be a 
great help to capture highlights on the head and shoulders. I prefer to add the 
figures towards the end of the painting. Usually I sketch them out on the brown gum 
tape around the edge of the painting, and when I think I have got it right, I re-draw 
them in the painting. Colour can then be lifted by rubbing with a damp brush and the 
figures painted in. A little Chinese white can help with the highlights. 

Poor figurework will let down an otherwise good painting. The viewer's eye always 
goes straight to the figures and any weakness in this area is very obvious. To 
achieve good figure work it requires a lot of practice, get a sketch book and fill it with 
figures, and if possible attend a life class.  

Best wishes, Richard Bolton 
 
 
 
WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS AT TE PAPA 
On one of those wet and windy dark evenings Wellington provided this winter 
(Thursday 24th July) Watercolour NZ was invited to a "Watercolour Conducted Tour 
of Te Papa".  In the event we were ushered into one of the conference rooms and 
sat comfortably before a white-gloved Tony Mackle (Collection Manager Prints & 
Drawings) who presented some of Te Papa's historic watercolour collection to us.   
The earliest piece we saw was a Nicholas Chevalier 1865 drawing of Queenstown - 
Te Papa have 300 of his works, gifted to them in 1912.  

Glasgow-born James Nairn was 31 when he arrived in NZ and we were shown three 
of the watercolours he painted of Wellington in the 1890s before his tragically early 
death at 45 in 1904.  Two fathers-and-daughters featured in our evening.  James 
Crowe Richmond was represented by two watercolours of Taranaki; his daughter 
D.K. (Dorothy Kate) Richmond by three works from the 1920s, one particularly fine 
of a viaduct under construction. 

We saw a William Matthew Hodgkins watercolour of Mitre Peak which clearly 
showed his love of Turner's work (whereas Richmond the father was a great 
admirer of Constable); also some of his daughter Frances Hodgkins paintings from 
her European travels (with D.K. Richmond) - my own favourite being one of a San 
Remo Marketplace - for its lively bustle in both subject and style. 
 

As extra incentive to present your best paintings for Splash 5 , there will be three 
exciting awards at Splash 5  as follows.  

WNZ Art Award  - prize $500  
WNZ Award Highly Commended – prize $300  
WNZ Emerging Artist Award – prize $200  

Please refer to the website for the criteria of these awards.  

Our Christmas party this year is planned for Saturday 13 December at the Band 
Rotunda in Oriental Bay. (Swimming is optional but if you don’t, you risk being 
thrown in). This will start at 10am at the Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club with Plein 
air painting, followed by a shared lunch/ catchup downstairs in the meeting room in 
the Band Rotunda.  Please bring a plate and if the plate also has something on it, 
WNZ will provide a refreshment.  If you bring one or two easels with you together 
with a few loose ready paintings or paintings presented in mats, this will hopefully 
entice some passers by to buy some extra special Christmas presents from you and 
in turn allow you to buy others. 

Best wishes 
Alfred Memelink 

PS The WNZ Monday night workshops have proved very successful so don’t forget 
to book your self in for the next set of workshops coming up and for Ted Sherwin’s 
special workshop on painting people, early next year. 
 
 
YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 2008-09 
At the 2008 Annual General Meeting, the following  Officers  were elected: 
Patron - Nancy Tichborne 
President - Alfred Memelink 
Secretary - Martin Jenkins 
Treasurer - Michael Bain 
Committee:   
Grahame Harris, Sue Wild, Helen Wilson, Pavithra Devadatta, Phil Dickson, Claire 
Clark, John McDonnell, Jan Thomson, Richard Gordon, Tetyana Khytko 
 
It was resolved at the Annual General Meeting to have two new membership 
categories and subscription levels: 
1. Student (with evidence of Student Identification) $15 
2. Couple (married or partner) $40 

The subscription levels will be applied retrospectively as at 1st July 2008. For 
example; a member who has already paid a $30 subscription for the new  
financial year can pay a further $10 to include a partner (rather than two 
subscriptions for a total of $60) 
 
SPLASH 5  IS SET TO GO 
Opening night of Friday 28 November for a season ending Sunday 7 December.  
Our Guest Artist will be Austen Deans.  Austen is one of New Zealand's most 
experienced artists and we look forward eagerly to displaying his wonderful 
landscapes. 
See entry form for Splash 5  enclosed with this newsletter . 


