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EVENT SUMMARY 
 

Sun 26 Sep  *MPG Painting with Phil Dickson. 
   Botanic Gardens, Glenmore Street. 
   Café: Begonia House, Lady Norwood Rose Gardens. 

Thu 21 Oct  Opening of Splash® 7 at Shed 11 at 6.30pm 
Fri 22 Oct  Exhibition season. Open 10am-5pm Mon to Fri, 
   Weekends 10am-6pm except for Sun 31 Oct 10am-4pm. 
Sat 23 Oct  Tea and scones-mingle with the artists 10.30am. 
Sat 23 Oct  Adrienne Pavelka one day workshop 1 
   Band Rotunda 10am-4pm 
Sun 24 Oct  Adrienne Pavelka one day workshop 2 
   Band Rotunda 10am-4pm 
Sun 31 Oct  *MPG Painting with Jacky Pearson – the last day of the 
   Splash® 7

 
Exhibition.  Wharf area outside Shed 11.

 

   Café: Latitude 41, Queens Wharf. 
Fri 12-Sun 14 Nov Nelson Lakes Painting Safari.  

Sat 20-Sun 21 Nov Two day workshop with Jacky Pearson. 

Sun 28 Nov  *MPG Painting with Dan Reeve. 
   Porirua Inlet boatsheds and jetties. 
   Coffee after at Dan Reeve's home, 
   71 Gloaming Hill, Titahi Bay. 

Sun 12 Dec  *MPG Painting with Jacky Pearson. 

   Burden's Gate, Eastbourne, followed by 

   Christmas Party 1pm at Williams Park, Days Bay. 

   Bring a shared lunch, liquid refreshments provided. 

*MPG Monthly Painting Group (Details below) 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Blossoms, bulbs and lambs have unfounded confidence in spring!  They show their 
heads and then get drenched, whipped and chilled.  I wonder why they don’t delay 
their entrance a month or two. Still, they give us humans pleasure and a belief that the 
sun will shine.  And while the damp lasts there’s no problem in keeping your wash 
flowing!  I had the opposite experience recently.  I was delighted to be in Italy to crew 
for my glider competitor son.  The job entails driving the rig, polishing wings and 
appreciating the end-of-day stories with a glass of vino under the vines.  While he flies, 
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I get a 3 hour window to paint.  I coil up the glider launch rope at speed and scurry off 
to a pre-planned shady spot with a view, usually of one of those tumbling villages 
glued to a mountain-side.  My painting time happens about 1 – 4 pm, when the day is 
at its hottest and the smart Italians are in siesta mode.  A joy and a privilege to be 
there, but how to keep water wet in 36 degrees?  Soak the paper first, mix a big pool, 
splash it on at speed or just relax and apply glaze after dried glaze.  It’s a fast fun 
course in learning new techniques and new styles.  And only recently, after breaking 
my collarbone skiing and deciding that painting on the mountain was a good 
alternative, I found my paint freezing on my palette! 

There are many activities planned for spring and summer.  Splash® 7 is standing tall 
and exciting before us.  The committee is fully focussed, working hard and very glad to 
be receiving offers of help.  Local exhibiting artists were a great team last year, 
Adrienne Pavelka from Christchurch prepped food like a machine and Joohi Lee 
worked like a Trojan for four days!  We can do with more assistance, so if you have the 
time give me a call on 526 7304.  Taking a turn as our representative minding the 
exhibition gives you an opportunity for in-depth appreciation of every painting, while 
you greet and enthuse visitors.  You will already know of our amazing list of awards 
and you’ll be whisking up some special works, I’m sure Martin Jenkins has organised 
further excellent courses and workshops for us, listed below.  And we have a Safari to 
the beautiful Nelson Lakes in November.  There’s a painting day in the Wellington 
Botanic Gardens and our monthly outdoor painting days.  So much to enjoy! 

              Happy painting, Sue Wild 
WATERCOLOUR NEW ZEALAND CLASSES  

 Period Date Course Level Tutor 

 *1 day - Sat 23 Oct All levels Adrienne Pavelka 
 *1 day - Sun 24 Oct All levels Adrienne Pavelka 
 2 day – Sat/Sun 20-21 Nov All levels Jacky Pearson 

Two, One Day Workshops with Adrienne Pavelka 
Sat 23 and Sun 24 October 2010 
These workshops are already filled.  Due to the overwhelming interest in Adrienne's 
courses, and her limited appearances in the North Island, we are giving preference to 
those who did not participate in the course that she conducted in Wellington in October 
2009.  We apologise to those who were keen to repeat a workshop with Adrienne. 

2 DAY – WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOP – with Jacky Pearson 
Boats, water and reflections (all things nautical) 
Sat 20 – Sun 21 November 
Using step by step demonstrations Jacky will cover the aspects you will need to 
concentrate on to tackle a scene in a marina or fishing boats tied to a jetty.  Jacky will 
give you time to practise and you will also have individual critiques.  For those who 
have previously been on Jacky's boat workshops she will cover all new material.  You 
will be given handouts and explanations of paint and water handling and other general 
aspects such as composition, tone, colour temperature and boat perspective. 

Date and time: Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 November, 9am – 4pm (with breaks). 
Tutor: Jacky Pearson 
Location: Wellington Art Club premises, 27 Chelsea Street, Miramar 
Cost: $120 
Please bring your own materials.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided. 
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GUY GRUWIER WORKSHOP 
We are fortunate to confirm that renowned Belgium watercolourist Guy Gruwier is 
coming to Wellington and a 3 day workshop is being organised by Watercolour New 
Zealand in March or April 2011. 

We are taking bookings now for this course and any interested artists should pencil in 
their names as early as possible. Once we have finalised the details we shall let you 
know and give you the opportunity to confirm at the time if you wish to participate.  The 
numbers attending will be limited to fifteen. 

In the meantime, some background on Guy can be found at 
http://www.watercolourpainter.eu/ 
 

Course bookings 
To book any of these courses please contact Martin Jenkins, by either sending 
an email to apdc@paradise.net.nz  or  by phoning (04) 384-4881 (H). 
 
Cancellation of classes and workshops 
Please note: Interest in WNZ watercolour courses is high. Last minute cancellation 
can result in fellow members missing out and a potential loss to WNZ.  
A cancellation fee will be applicable for any course cancellations – In the event that you 
withdraw, a refund will be given less a $25 administration fee. 
 
SPLASH® 7 EXHIBITION

 

This year's annual exhibition at Shed 11 on the Wellington waterfront is almost upon 
us!  Some changes, including the day of entry and the opening functions are different 
from the last exhibitions: 
Receiving Day:  Please note this is Sunday 17 October 1–4pm for local artists and 
Monday 18 October 9 –12am for courier deliveries. 
Wellington Chamber of Commerce Business After 5 function:  We are prefacing 
the opening with a presentation to members of the Business After 5, (BA5 Group) 
about watercolour and opportunities to sponsor our activities.  We would like exhibiting 
artists to come and join the committee in hosting this function from 5pm.  Please email 
or call Sue if you are coming – 526 7304 or sue.wild@paradise.net.nz 

The Opening for our invited guests commences at 6.30pm. 

Awards available at Splash® 7
 

Our awards this year are impressive and inviting.  The latest is a $500 prize for 
innovation in watercolour, sponsored by Ron Eskamp of Exhibitions Gallery in 
Wellington.  This award will be judged on the originality of image and how the artist 
explores the medium watercolour.  

Watercolour New Zealand is offering a $1000 prize as “Supreme Award” and $250 for 
an emerging artist, Gordon Harris a $500 award, NZ Art Schools is sponsoring a 
Portrait Award of $500 and the French Art Shop is repeating their People’s Choice 
Award of $250 of art materials.  We also have a scholarship of $1000 in watercolour 
education to be awarded to a promising artist, the bequest of Watercolour NZ's 
founder, Eleanor Fife.
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Special offer for Splash
®
 7

  
Exhibitors

 

Gallery Frames Ltd in Khandallah is pleased to offer all members of 

 Watercolour New Zealand a 20% discount on all framing for the 2010 Splash® 7. 

All work submitted before 1st October will also avoid the increase in GST. 

Any enquires can made personally to Andrew at the gallery (04 4798025) or 

(027) 2018726. 14 Ganges Road, Khandallah. 

 
WATERCOLOUR STAMP DESIGN WINS A GOLD MEDAL 
A 2009 stamp design by Alfred Memelink for the Pitcairn Islands recently won a gold 
medal from the prestigious New Zealand Pride in Print Awards. 

Alfred was commissioned early in 2009 to paint a series of paintings for a stamp issue 
commemorating visits by Royal navy ships to the Pitcairn islands. The first day of issue 
of the stamp edition was 9th December 2009.   

He said it was a very enjoyable project to be part of, requiring some extensive 
research assisted by a London based maritime historian.  It was fascinating learning 
about the Navy vessels of the era, in particular, during the transition from sail to steam.  
Alfred also enjoyed researching the island, flying over the island care of Google earth 
and even met with the islands’ kiwi jailor making notes and sketches of the island from 
his descriptions.   

The stamps are laid out so that all three top stamps line up to depict Pitcairn Island 
looking towards Adams Town and Ships Landing side, whilst the lower set line up to 
depict the outline of the island as viewed from the north side.  

As well as painting the images for the stamps Alfred also designed the date stamp, 
Mini sheet design and the painting for the first day cover.  He has also been 
commissioned to design a second set to be released later this year of more modern 
vessels.  
 
We are proud to have Alfred amongst us.  The commission and award honour an artist 
with talent and imagination, a lateral-thinker and net-worker who “seizes the day”.  A 
fine example to us all. 

See Alfred's First Day Cover and stamp designs page 7 
 
Congratulations to Alan Waters 
Watercolour New Zealand member Alan Waters of Bannockburn in Central Otago is 
one of only two New Zealanders to be part of a major event - a ‘World Artists 
Exhibition’ in Margate, England, opening on 24 October 2010.  The event will show 
works of 61 artists from 16 different countries, many of whom have exhibited in major 
art institutions. The Director, John Houston, sees Alan's paintings as reflecting the 
Kiwis' "innovative approach to life, their fresh way of looking at things and how their 
beautiful environment affects their way of thinking. New Zealanders I believe, are 
envied around the world as truly belonging to a land akin to “God’s own”. 

Do take a look through Alan's fascinating work:  www.alanwatersart.co.nz  
Congratulations Alan. 
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NELSON LAKES SAFARI – Fri 12 to Sun 14 November 
Join the group for a weekend painting at scenic Lake Rotoiti staying at St Arnaud.  
Those travelling from Wellington will cross Cook Strait on the ferry where rental 
vehicles will be used from Picton.  For details of travel, dinner Friday and Saturday 
evenings and options for accommodation please contact Sue Wild (04) 526 7304 or  
Email: sue.wild@paradise.net.nz 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
This year’s Christmas Party is set for Sunday 12 December and will follow the last of 
our Painting Mornings for 2010.  For those of you participating in the Painting Morning, 
meet at 9.45am at Burden's Gate, Eastbourne. (end of the public road past the bus 
depot). 

The party will be at Williams Park, Days Bay at 1pm. 
Bring a shared lunch, sunhat and sun block.  Liquid refreshments will be provided. 
 
Jacky Pearson features in US publication 
The American publishers of the hardback book, “Splash”, run a biennial international 
competition.  Jacky’s figurative work, “Lunchtime Girl”, using waterborne techniques, 
including gesso, was selected for the current edition, “Splash 11”.  She was one of 
only three non-USA artists selected this time. Congratulations, Jacky.   
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MONTHLY PAINTING GROUP 
 

 

 Monthly Painting Group with Jacky Pearson, Phil Dickson and Daniel Reeve. 
Come out each month and enjoy outdoor painting and good company. 
Meet at 9.45am and after a painting session have a coffee in a nearby café. 

Dates and venues for the Monthly Painting Mornings are as follows: 
Date  Meeting place/painting location  Café 

26 Sep  Painting with Phil Dickson.  Begonia House Café. 
  Botanic Gardens, Glenmore St. 

31 Oct  Painting with Jacky Pearson. Latitude 41 Café. 
  Wharf outside Shed 11 
  (last day of Splash®7

 
Exhibition)

 

28 Nov  Painting with Dan Reeve.  Coffee at Dan Reeve's home 
  Porirua Inlet boatsheds and jetties, 71 Gloaming Hill, Titahi Bay. 
  Onepoto Road, Titahi Bay 

12 Dec  Painting with Jacky Pearson. Christmas Party at Williams 
  Burden's Gate, Eastbourne Park, Days 
  (end of the public road past 
  the bus depot). 

For painting morning details, Ph. Martin Jenkins (04)384-4881 or (027) 604-7329 (take 
that number with you on the day to phone or text if you get lost).  You are urged to 
check the weather forecast.  If you live on the Kapiti Coast or Hutt Valley, it pays to 
check with Martin before travelling to Painting Mornings as the weather can vary 
district to district.  The painting morning may need to be cancelled or postponed if it is 
unsuitable at the designated location. 
 
A PAGE FROM MURRAY STUART'S 
NOTEBOOK 
WNZ Member, Murray Stuart lives on the 
Whangaparoa Peninsular.  He teaches 
and practises his art around New 
Zealand.  Look him up in Denis 
Robinson’s “New Zealand in Watercolour” 
book. 

Ed Whitney was one of America’s 
greatest watercolour teachers.  Ed's 
classes would be sell outs and his 
students would return year after year. 
Many of them went on to become 
international artists and teachers 
themselves. Frank Webb, Skip Lawrence, 
Tony Couch to name a few.   

Watercolour New Zealand acknowledges the 
generosity of the Lion Foundation in providing a 
$1,800 grant towards the monthly outdoor 
painting tuition.  Thanks to Martin Jenkins for 
applications to the sponsors. 

 



9 

In the early 1990s I was fortunate to be able to spend time with Tony Couch. Tony was 
a fabulous teacher and was able to pass on to me some of the principles that Ed and 
now he himself taught. This was the start of my love and passion for watercolour.  Ed 
and Tony were strong on their teaching of good design.  Both emphasised that as 
Artists we are Shape makers, Symbol collectors and Entertainers.  I'm sure you all 
know this but if you're like me you need constant reminding.  Let me explain this very 
briefly. 
Shape makers 
As soon as we place the brush to paper we make a shape, so we need to make them 
interesting. Avoid boring shapes such as circles, equilateral triangles and squares. For 
example a square has four sides of identical length and angles so it's an uninteresting 
and boring shape to use.  The most interesting shapes have 

1. Two different dimensions.  The shape is wider than it is high or higher than it is 

wide. 

2. Oblique or an Oblique thrust.  Anything not horizontal or vertical but on an angle 

is oblique.  A line or shape that is oblique or has an oblique thrust gives the 

illusion of movement and is more interesting than something that is static. 

3. Incidents at the edges.  Things sticking out from the shape or things going down 

into it. Something happening at the edge of the shape adds interest.  I remember 

when I used to leave out power lines, telephone poles etc now I look for them to 

include. It is also important that we pay more attention to the silhouette of the 

shape rather than anything in the interior.  It's the silhouette that tells us what the 

object is. The fighter pilots in the war identified the enemy planes by their 

silhouettes. 

Symbol collectors 
Watercolour more than any other medium has a freshness and spontaneity that 
doesn't respond as well to detailed work.  To keep the freshness and spontaneity we 
must simplify and symbolize. To symbolize means we don't report each object in detail. 
We leave that to the camera. Cameras report, artists express by way of a symbol. This 
shows that the artist has the intelligence to see the truth and the wit to devise a symbol 
for it.  As Joseph Zbukvic says "indicate, don't illustrate". 

Entertainers 
As artists we are visual entertainers.  We must capture the viewer’s interest. There 
must be something in our painting that entertains, draws the viewer into the painting 
and holds their interest. It might be just the nice juicy paint, the bold brushstrokes and 
the simplicity and beauty of a watercolour well done.    Isn't this the reason we choose 
to paint in watercolour. Ed Whitney taught till he was in his nineties.  Now that’s 
something I aspire too. 
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Eleanor File, Founder of Watercolour New Zealand 
On 27 May 1975, a keen watercolourist held a meeting at her house in Wellington 
attended by 17 fellow artists.  This was the inception of the society we are today.  Her 
son, Tony File, tells us about the strong character of his mother: 

Born and raised in Auckland, Eleanor File studied at the Elam School of Arts and later 
Wellington Technical College, where as a young commercial artist she learned to 
draw.  She married and raised a family of boys, living in Hawkes Bay for ten years.  
Eventually the family returned to Wellington and she resumed her first love, the art 
world and became a long-standing committee member of the Wellington Art Club.  At 
this time she learned to paint in oils, particularly portraits and life drawings. She 
studied with many notable artists and exhibited in clubs and galleries including the 
Academy of Fine Arts.  Her interests turned to watercolour and she became utterly 
captivated by the medium.  Disturbed by the lack of a specialist backing group for 
watercolour painters she founded the Wellington Society of Water Colour Artists, now 
Watercolour New Zealand.  

In 1980 she returned to Auckland where she joined the Fellowship of Artists and other 
art groups, making many friends. She taught painting in the private studio she built on 
to her home in Pakuranga as well as taking posts at several schools, teaching mostly 
night classes for adults.  Although a prolific oil painter, her first love remained 
watercolour. She travelled extensively in New Zealand, seeking out the worlds’ most 
picturesque scenery to reproduce at the tip of her brush.    
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As far back as I can remember, mother always had a pencil or paint brush in her hand 
and a sketch pad ready to record anything that attracted her attention.  She noticed 
everything.  For her, life was creativity. She saw beauty in everything. Style, line, form 
and above all, COLOUR dominated her life.  She would undertake anything that 
involved creativity. An accomplished milliner, she also sewed our clothes.  I recall the 
time our old lounge suite collapsed. Mum went to night classes, learned how to do 
wood-work and upholstery, then built a four-piece lounge suite from frame to finished 
product. We had that suite for many years.    

As a person, she had what we in the family used to call an “artistic temperament”.  She 
was single minded to the point of sometimes being bloody minded. Her fights with bus 
drivers became the stuff of legend in the family. Why she rubbed bus drivers up the 
wrong way I could never understand.  I used to say that mum would never get lost 
because someone would always tell her where to get off!   

Mother was a complex character; she had so many different sides to her nature that 
you were never quite sure what you were going to get. Her talent was undeniable and 
her skills simply immense.  She loved cats and kittens but seriously disliked dogs and 
puppies. She had no time for false attitudes and pretension… and no tolerance 
whatsoever for fools.  However, if you went to her with a problem she would 
immediately stand up to see what could be done to solve it.  

She was an absolute fanatic on the subject of New Zealand arts and crafts, believing 
that an economy based on the arts and crafts ethic would be the saviour of our people 
and nation. To that end she lobbied MP’s ceaselessly, seeking a major shift in policy 
from any government to get a better deal for artists.  That was mum.  
      Tony File  (Eldest son) 
 
MAY IREMONGER – KAPITI EXHIBITION GUEST ARTIST 
One of Watercolour New Zealand's early members, May Iremonger, a noted artist of 
Raumati Beach on the Kapiti Coast was honoured this year by the Kapiti Arts and 
Crafts Society as Guest Artist at their May exhibition.  May who is now 90 years old 
paints vibrant watercolours and many members will know her work, some of it 
featuring in recent Splash Exhibitions.  The exhibition at Kapiti was May's biggest ever 
solo show. 

May is English by birth and during the Second World War was a radio operator at 
Chicksands Priory in Bedfordshire where she intercepted German messages.  She 
married a New Zealander and moved here after the war. 

She has tried her hand at pottery but prefers to paint.  `I have no idea what's going to 
happen when I begin a painting,' May says. `It gradually evolves.'  Apart from poor 
eyesight, she keeps on painting, albeit that her picture sizes are somewhat smaller 
these days to compensate for more limited mobility.  She stopped painting for a while 
but felt the need to pick up her brushes again.  `Painting takes you into another world,' 
she says.  May has also written poetry and loves studying the lives of artists. 

One of May's paintings at the Kapiti Exhibition called Marco Polo Enroute to China 
won the best abstract category in the Virginia Turner Rotary Art Show held at 
Southwards Theatre. 

See examples of May's paintings page 7 
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August Painting Morning 
In spite of the Painting Morning of Sunday 
29 August having been set well in advance, 
the intersection at the Brooklyn Shopping 
Centre was plagued by disruptive road 
works which affected the subject material 
of tutor and artists alike: 

One of our intrepid artists asked the 
contractors' permission to fit tightly behind 
the road barriers in the centre of the 
intersection to gain a better view! 
 
     `This is an orange road cone – 
     mix equal parts red and yellow.' 

 
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
In recent months we have welcomed three new faces top our Committee and would 
like to introduce them to you: 

Dianne Taylor is a lovely watercolourist.  Surprisingly she only started painting in 
2001 when a health problem forced her to leave work and a friend gave her a set of 
brushes and watercolours.  She borrowed library books, joined the Wellington Art Club 
and attended courses, especially valuing the tuition of Joseph Zbukvic.  Dianne brings 
a positive attitude and willing approach to our committee. 

Chris Andersen has a background in advertising as a Graphic Designer/Art 
Director/Tutor.  After graduating from the School of Design Chris worked on major 
accounts for agencies in Wellington and Auckland including Colenso and McCann 
Erickson as an Art Director. winning various awards including a Cleo for directing a 
commercial in Auckland.  Returning to Wellington he attended various workshops and 
became a member and tutor of the Wellington Art Club  recently he joined  
Watercolour New Zealand Inc.  Chris is already making a very valuable contribution to 
WNZ with advertising and promotional work.  He currently works on magazine 
advertising for Stoanz. 

Glenda Leete developed an interest in drawing during her childhood.  Raising 6 
children has taken priority and now that the youngest is five Glenda is determined to 
find time for her art. She is enjoying the current life drawing and painting class tutored 
by Chris Andersen. With her gallant "sleeves-up and into it" attitude, Glenda will be a 
great Committee worker. 
 
WATERCOLOUR NZ T-SHIRTS 
Enclosed with your newsletter is an order form for bright new women's and men's 
T-Shirts bearing our Watercolour NZ logo.  Order now for the summer season. 
 
WNZ NEW MEMBERS 
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: Andrew Sander, Kavitha 
Shivani Parameshwarappa, Marina Walker, Olivia Walker, Pauline Henderson, Jane 
Cregoe, Guy Marrett, Janice Kingston, Hazel Downing, Joy Manning. 

 


