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Advertisement                             NZ Art Schools 

GOLD CLUB AND WORKSHOPS FOR ALL ARTISTS  

Workshops so far scheduled include: 
NZ Art Schools : WORKSHOPS FOR ALL ARTISTS  
Jacky Pearson       NZ                      watercolours – ‘Back to Basics’  

Beginner/Intermediate 1,2,3 August 
Herman Pekel       Australia             Acrylics & Oils – tentatively 28/29/30/31 August 
Colley Whisson     Australia             oils, 19/20/21 Sept in Auckland plus 3/4/5 Oct in                   

Lower Hutt 
Joseph Zbukvic     Australia             Intermediate/Advanced Watercolours – probably 

28/29/30 November 
Robyn Collier        Australia              oils – 20/21/22 February 2009 in Lower Hutt + 

possibly another venue 
Guy Gruwier          Belgium watercolours 27/28 Feb/1 Mar Auckland + 6/7/8 

March Lower Hutt 
Malcolm Beattie  Australia watercolours and oils sometime in 2009 
Ron Muller  Australia watercolours – hopefully some time in 2009   
Charles Sluga       Australia Watercolour – on Yupo paper some time in 2009 
Jane Angelhart      USA  5 day portraits in watercolour October 2009 

To book a definite place send $50 deposit and details, or ask to be pencilled in, to: NZ 
Art Schools, 61 Seaview Road, P O Box 31 332, Lower Hutt, 5040    Tel.04 568 4126 
www.artschools.co.nz 
 
 
START GEARING UP FOR SPLASH 5 
 

Yes folks we're thinking of the next exhibition already!  Shed 11, Queens Wharf is 
already booked for an opening night of Friday 28 November for a season ending 
Sunday 7 December.  Our Guest Artist will be Austen Deans.  Austen is one of New 
Zealand's most experienced artists and we look forward eagerly to displaying his 
wonderful landscapes. 
 
NEW WEBSITE: www.watercolournewzealand.co.nz  
 

Committee member, Pavithra Devadatta has helped design a new Website  for 
Watercolour New Zealand which is scheduled to be live from 5th July.  Our website 
name remains the same, but of particular interest to members who have individual 
websites is that our new site will be able to provide you with a new service by linking 
your website  to Watercolour NZ’s website for a small fee of $10 per year. 
 
WNZ NEW MEMBERS 
 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: Peter Augustin, Paddy 
Barton-Ginger, Judy Belgrave, Alan Bollard, Elizabeth Brittain, Brian Charles, Alan 
Collins, Stephanie Crisp, Peter and Diana Edwards, Judy Hughes, Tim Hutcheson, 
Libby Kemp, Chris-Ann Menzies, Brett and Erica Newell, Robyn Newth, Hilary Oliver, 
Olympia Osborne, Bernadette Parsons, Jo Anne Pugh, Garth Satterthwaite, Afi 
Shamara, Nicholas Shields, Karen Smyth, Murray Stuart, Sue Wickison, Laureen 
Williams, Desireé Wilson, Dominique Vincent. 
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____________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT SUMMARY 
Sun   6 July  *MPG Marsden St, Lower Hutt (see News flash below) 
Thur 24 July  Te Papa Tour 6pm. 
Sun 27 July  *MPG Aro Street shops, Aro Street. Café: Aro Café. 
Sun 31 Aug  *MPG Scorching Bay Beach, Karaka Bay Road 
   Café: Eva Dixon’s Café, Darlington Road, Miramar 
Sun 31 Aug 1pm  Shared lunch followed by Annual General Meeting  
   At Wellington Art Club, Chelsea Street, Miramar. 
Fri 19-Sun 21 Sep Wild about Martinborough, painting in the Wairarapa. 
Sun 28 Sep  *MPG Evans Bay Marina car park, Evans Bay Parade. 
   Café: The Parade Café,148 Oriental Parade. 
*MPG Monthly Painting Group (see details below) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Splash 4 – Wow, what a humdinger! - Well done everyone – a boomer exhibition and 
just so much fun to be part of.  A brilliant response from our members was reciprocated 
by a brilliant response from the public - a record number of entries as well as sales.  
This exhibition saw 199 paintings hung, starting with a very colourful presentation from 
our guest artist, Judith Trevelyan, leading into an amazing variety and styles of other 
watercolours.  Officially opened by Cath Cardiff, the Arts Development Manager of 
Creative New Zealand, the Splash 4 opening night was a real buzz. The full 7 piece 
band CITY JAZZ set the ambience beautifully. I know, as I saw photos that proved that 
there was indeed dancing where the crowd could part just enough for a space to twirl, 
and - did you all know that the band leader is our fantastic treasurer, Michael Bain?. 
Wasn’t the food at the opening just great as well?  Spearheaded by Helen Wilson and 
Claire Clark, a team was engaged all afternoon preparing it for you. Hey, I have an 
idea.  For the Splash 5 opening in November, instead of having to wait out in the cold 
for the doors to open at 5.30,  members would be most welcome to come earlier and 
watch how quickly and efficiently Shed 11 transforms from galley into a gallery!  Helen 
would love to hear from you and show you around. (pssst- don’t forget to bring an 
apron though). 

The buzz atmosphere of the opening continued right throughout the exhibition week.  
Congratulations to Joy De Geus, the inaugural winner of the Gordon Harris/Watercolour 
New Zealand Award, Anthony Prout the French Art Shop People’s Choice Award 
winner for his painting of Café Rouen, France, and Terry Butcher the lucky voter.  



                     

Congratulations also go to all artists who contributed.  Many members received 
cheques for their sales and here’s hoping that artists who didn’t sell will have their turn 
at Splash 5. Minders and demonstrators also did a wonderful job and shared the buzz 
of promoting and selling paintings – well done.  One excited minder even managed to 
sell her own painting!  Your hardworking committee team put in a fantastic effort and 
really worked so hard to make it such a success for you. If you wish to share in the fun 
setting up an exhibition, we would love you to join our exhibition team.  Because more 
paintings means more work, we really need you to help.  And it's a fun way to 
contribute as a volunteer. The marvelous layout at Splash 4 was by Jan Thomson, 
helped by Anthony Prout and John McDonnell. This sounds like a good time  to give a 
warm welcome to Jan and Richard Gordon as our new committee members. 

On the first day of the exhibition, Nancy and Bryan Tichborne launched Nancy's new 
book, ‘Nancy Tichborne’s Watercolour World’. Nancy then proceeded with a 
demonstration, explaining her painstaking approach to negative and positive shapes 
with careful layers of washes and long controlled spells with the hair dryer.  Nancy's 
new book was for sale at the exhibition and proved so popular that all the copies 
available for sale at the exhibition sold by half way through the show. If you missed out, 
we will have more copies available at Splash 5 or you could otherwise place an order 
on line by visiting Nancy’s website www.watercolours.co.nz. 

Presentation of works for exhibition- on a practical note, it's time to look ahead to 
the presentation of your paintings for Splash 5. – Watercolour NZ has an increasing 
membership base bringing both a higher number and standard of entries and 
competition for space. The exhibition space caters well for 200 paintings but more 
would make it cramped. Selection panels will find it increasingly hard to select for the 
exhibition and will need to be tougher on the standards of presentation. As an 
exhibiting member you need to be focused on good frames and mats and ensure that 
they are of a professional standard.  A good painting can easily be spoiled by poor 
presentation.  In general, light coloured mats set your work off best.  If you are 
couriering your works, please ensure that your packaging can be easily reused.  This 
makes packing up after the show a whole lot easier. 

There's lots happening in the Activities  area and lots of exciting events still to come. 
The Monthly Painting Group Sunday morning sessions with  Jacky Pearson  have 
kicked off really well and have proved to be very popular. In fact they are so well 
attended that Watercolour NZ has timed the 2008 Annual General Meeting  to follow 
straight after the August 31st painting session at Scorching Bay.  So after warming up at 
Eva Dixon’s café, why not head on to the shared lunch and Watercolour NZ AGM at the 
Wellington Art Club, Chelsea Street, Miramar.  With all the excitement developing 
around watercolour painting in New Zealand at the moment, Martin Jenkins has 
organised new Weekly Watercolour classes  for our members – (see details later in 
the newsletter). In Spring 2008 we have ‘Wild About Martinborough’  –an exciting 
outdoor painting weekend being organized by Sue Wild.   Looking ahead to next year, 
planning is already underway for an Autumn 2009 outdoor painting weekend in 
Wanganui  where Anthony Prout will guide members on how to achieve magical 
washes.  This will be a great opportunity for members who live closer to the Bombay 
hills to come south and meet nearer the middle of the North Island. 
 
And now for a new service for members.  Committee member, Pavithra Devadatta has 
helped design an all new Website  for Watercolour New Zealand which is scheduled to 
be launched on 5th July. This will provide an exciting new service to you our  members. 

A scrupulous respect for tradition is still the guiding principle, and the finest quality 
French Artist brushes are shaped and knotted entirely by hand by highly skilled 
“pincelieres”. These craftspeople receive long and rigorous training taking up to 6 years 
before fully mastering the manufacture of a sable paintbrush. The Pincelieres are 
usually women due to the need for sensitivity and precision of the fingers! The brush 
shape is created with regard to the “flag” (tip of the fibre) and the “belly” (about 2/3 
down from the flag). Only the “root” of the hairs is cut, allowing the ferrule to be fitted.   

Extra fine hairs make the best watercolour brushes and are treasures passed down 
from one generation to the next. The Capillarity (capacity of colour absorption) is 
greater in fibres with accentuated taper and belly. The hair type is chosen for its 
intrinsic qualities; squirrel hair is the finest, producing an excellent point, whilst kolinsky 
sable which is almost as valuable as gold, is well known for its softness and resilience.  

If you have not yet won the people's choice award at the Splash Exhibitions but are 
eager to try the beautiful Isabey pointed mop brushes, The French Art Shop are making 
it easier by offering WNZ members a 20% discount throughout July.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



                     

THE QUARTET WORKSHOP   
 
In May, Watercolour NZ held a Workshop with a difference.  Four very different artist 
teachers jammed into a fun day at Wellington Arts Centre.  Brian Carmody started by 
talking us through his way of painting.  He described white paper as "very daunting" but 
insisted we face it alone.  All preliminary work - sketches, photos, etc. were to be put 
away before starting.  "Your brush is your instrument for drawing " he announced and 
laid down outlines in the palest wash then painting in with a fat wet brush using only 6 
or 7 colours.  He said he enjoys "the gap of waiting" and so he leaves the painting 
alone and waits to see what happens. 

Robin Kay's technique was the opposite!  He painted 
and glazed on smooth dry paper, in-filling penciled 
outlines with blocks of carefully mixed glowing 
colours.  We watched his brush flow in almost total 
silence. 

After lunch Grahame Harris distributed photographs of 
a sparrow, gave us a list of colours and let us get on 
with it. Grahame came round to us individually, and 
very helpfully pointed us in the right direction.  Wish 
you had shown us how you  do it Grahame! 
 

Robin Kay demonstrating washes 

To finish the day Alfred Memelink painted one of his vibrant seascapes. In his 
demonstration he highlighted the two commonest mistakes made painting the sea:  the 
first is to paint it too light and then dull it by going over it and the second is to not leave 
enough white spaces.  He said the biggest lesson to learn is "what to leave out".  My 
favourite comment of the day came from Alfred.  Earlier, Robin Kay was asked which 
red he was using.  ‘Was it this red?’  No.  ‘Was it that?  No – which Alfred trumped with 
his reply "Doesn't Madder!"  - which seemed to be the message of the day:  paint and 
paint, try every method, find your way and then paint and paint! 
 
Kay McCormick 
 
 
 
“Brushing up on the facts”  
 

By Sarah Thomas. The French Art Shop. 

 
Little is known about the first artist paintbrushes, though the earliest records point to 
2000 BC when Chinese had the idea to insert natural hairs into bamboo to write 
Ideograms. In France before becoming commercially available, artists made their own 
brushes and paints. In the mid 18th century the metal ferrule was invented leading to 
the first brush workshops opening. France led the way in brush manufacturing for many 
years, later Germans travelled to learn the technology and thus the knowledge spread. 
 

Check out your membership renewal form and you will find a new box to tick that offers 
you the option of linking your website  to the new Watercolour NZ’s website for a small 
fee – (see details later in this newsletter). 
 

It's great to see the society in such good heart, steadily growing and gaining the 
respect of the Art world. As well as gaining popularity of the Splash exhibitions, our 
membership base is broadening to reach new, young and emerging as well as already 
established artists. Keep it up, I look forward to meeting up with you all at the Wild 
about Martinborough  outdoor painting weekend.   
 

News extra – We are very honored that Austen Deans has accepted an invitation to be 
our guest artist for Splash 5, more details to follow in the spring newsletter. 
 

Alfred Memelink 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Watercolour Tour of Te Papa - Thursday 24 July 6pm 
Tour conducted by Tony Mackle (Collection Manager Prints & Drawings)  
$5 charge per person.  Limited to 15 people. 
Assemble at the Library entrance, level 4 Te Papa. 
Contact Pavithra Devadatta on 021 0351470 to register.  
Featured works by Francis Hotchkins, John Gully, C D Barraud, D K Richmond, 
Margaret Stoddard, Maud Sherwood to name a few. 
 

NZ Academy of Fine Arts -  Winter Exhibition 
Saturday 9 – Sunday 31 August.  Receiving day for entries - 21st July. 
 

Wild About Martinborough  - Painting weekend in the Wairarapa 
Saturday and Sunday 20 & 21 September. 
The weekend will be centred on Martinborough with options for painting excursions to:  
Cape Palliser lighthouse, rocks, surf and seals, Ngawi bulldozers / baches / coastal 
scenes, farm building 5 minutes to north of Martinborough; and, (for those who wish), 
historic buildings of Martinborough or little church to south. 
Members are booking in so please join us. Anyone wanting to come should contact 
Sue Wild, sue.wild@paradise.net.nz Please put "Martinborough Painting Weekend" in 
the subject line. Attendees have been asked to book their own accommodation from a 
list of recommended home stays or cottages in the area.  
 

Wellington Based Watercolour Painting Classes:  
Watercolour NZ: Tel (04) 473 2235 or email: apdc@paradise.net.nz  
The Learning Connexion:  Tel 04 383 9682, www.tlc.ac.nz 
Inverlochy Art School:  Tel 04 939 2177, www.inverlochy.org.nz 
NZ Art Schools: Tel 04 568 4126 www.artschools.co.nz (see advertisement) 
 

Paraparaumu Rotary Art Show  
The Rotary Club of Paraparaumu is holding its Sixth Annual Rotary Art Show and 
Competition in the main auditorium of Southwards Car Museum, Otaihanga Road, 
Paraparaumu, 24 to 27 October. 
Anyone interested in exhibiting up to three paintings at the show is encouraged to 
enter.  For entry forms and conditions contact Wilson Lattey, phone 04 293 3252 
(email wilson@lattey-art.co.nz) or find on line at www.rotarypp1.wellington.net.nz 

 



                     

MONTHLY PAINTING GROUP (MPG) 
 
Monthly Painting Group with Jacky Pearson 
Come out each month and enjoy outdoor painting and good company.  
Meet at 9.45 am and after a painting session follow it up with a coffee in a nearby café.  

 Dates and venues are as follows: 
Date Meeting place / Painting location Café 
6 July Marsden St, Lower Hutt 

  See Newsflash below 
New Dowse Gallery 

27 July Aro Street shops 
Aro Street 

Aro Café 
Aro Street 

31 August Scorching Bay Beach 
Karaka Bay Road 

Eva Dixon’s Café 
Darlington Road, Miramar 

28 September Evans Bay Marina car park 
Evans Bay Parade 

The Parade Cafe 
148 Oriental Parade 

26 October Seatoun Wharf 
Marine Parade, Seatoun 

Chocolate Frog Café 
Miramar Avenue 

30 November Boat Harbour 
Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club,  
Oriental Parade 

Vista Café 
106 Oriental Parade 

NEWS FLASH:    Painting morning at Lower Hutt Sunday 29 June was postponed 
due to extremely bad weather.  It has been rescheduled for Sunday 6 July.  Meet 
at River bank next to Assembly of God car park, Marsden Street, Lower Hutt 
9.45am.  Coffee afterwards at the New Dowse Gallery. 
For Painting morning details, phone Martin Jenkins (04) 384-4881 (H),(04) 473-2235 
(W), or (027) 604-7329 (take that number with you on the day). 
 

 
 
 

www. gordonharris.co.nz 
 

Albany : Northridge Plaza, Don McKinnon Drive. Tel (09) 415 3406 
Auckland : 31 Symonds Street, Tel (09) 377 9992 

Newmarket : 4 Gillies Ave. Tel (09) 520 4466 
Hamilton : 386 Anglesea Street. Tel (07) 834 3952 
Wellington : 170 Victoria Street.  Tel (04) 385 2099 

Christchurch : 134 Worchester Street.  Tel (03) 377 3617 

10% discount for WNZ membership card holders. 
 

WATERCOLOUR NEW ZEALANDS’ WATERCOLOUR CLASSES COMME NCING 
JULY 2008!  
 
Owing to a number of requests for watercolour painting classes at the last few 
exhibitions, Watercolour New Zealand plans to run regular watercolour painting classes 
during each of the four school terms. 

All of the watercolour classes will be on Monday evenings in the Community Room, at 
the Wellington Arts Centre – 61 Abel Smith Street. The Community Room is located in 
the ‘left hand side’ (new) building of the Wellington Arts Centre, ground-floor behind 
reception area. 

Classes will be open to all members and prospective members. Class sizes are limited 
so please contact Martin Jenkins to register. Ph: (04) 473-2235 or email: 
apdc@paradise.net.nz 
Full payment of course fees is required before registration is confirmed. 
 
Course 1  (21 st July – 26 th September 2008) Term 3 
 

Day / time:  Monday, 7.30 – 9.30 pm 
Duration: 8 weeks 
Teacher: Jacky Pearson 
Course Fee: $120 
Class size limit: 14 
Registration deadline: 14th July 2008 

8 weeks with Jacky Pearson 
'A fun, eight week structured programme will give beginners a start-up in a variety of 
watercolour techniques and for those more advanced, a back to basics workout. 
Composition, colour mixing and Jacky’s 1,2,3 method of teaching pigment strength will 
be backed up with a mixture of exercises, step by step demonstrations and handouts'. 
Jacky will cover a variety of subject matter, something for everyone.' 
 
Course 2 (13 th Oct – 1 st December 2008) Term 4 
 

Day / time:  Monday, 7.30 – 9.30 pm 
Duration: 8 weeks – Part (I) & Part (II) 
Teachers: Grahame Harris, Judith Trevelyan 
Course Fee: $120 
Class size limit: 14 
Registration deadline: 6th October 2008 

Part (I) 4 weeks with  Grahame Harris.  
‘Here is an opportunity for beginners and advanced beginners to learn and enjoy the 
world of watercolour techniques, in the art of painting "trees", "skies" and simple 
landscapes, with the odd "bird" thrown in to really make it interesting! This should suit 
those who wish to learn the simplicities of watercolour painting, and enjoy themselves'.  
 
Part (II) 4 weeks with  Judith Trevelyan 
`This course will benefit both relative beginners and more experienced painters. It will 
focus on building on the basic principles of composition, contrast and colour'.' 



                     

 


